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A social problem presents a condition that is not wanted by anyone within a society. The situations or problems are assumed to be a variety of behaviors and conditions that define or illustrate disorganization in a social level. Any response to such a situation requires a socially engineered change. The social problem aspect describes them as controversies highlighting the morality landscape within the community. The situation affects everyone in the community, directly and indirectly. The occurrence and risk of social problems is about various factors. According to sociologists, the culture and structure of the society describes its nature. The nature of the society is a credible force in promoting the thriving of these problems. One such issue is poverty, which has led to improvised and customized federal place-based initiatives to alleviate the problem. The governors serve a critical role in these initiatives, and the impacts are beneficial. Here is an evaluation of poverty as a social problem, and place-based initiative targeted towards the issue.
Poverty describes a livelihood standard that is below the minimum recommendations for sufficient shelter, health and diet. Statistics in 2005 report million people in America are reported to be poor. The number, however, is not inclusive of poor Americans but not yet reported. The statistics for the year 2014 indicate a rise in the poverty levels by 2.3% to approximately 15%. The social structure sets an invisible divide between the rich and the poor. Given that America is held in high regards as one of the wealthiest nation in the word, the prevalence of poverty highlight a failed social dynamic. The early industrial age marked the era where poverty was first marked as a social economical problem. During the era, Edmund Burke researched on means of preserving the good in a society and altering the bad. He also openly criticized the oppression of the poor through labor. Howard Glennerster also describes poverty as a social problem with a high density of the minority community and single mothers. Allan Singer highlights the issue of poverty through the focus of capability-deprivation, brought about the living conditions one is born into. His evaluation holds that the prevalence of poverty is the result of corporations and entrepreneurs not perceiving the issue as a strategic priority. Stephanie Chen analysis of poverty is based on the struggles of the working class families. 
Poverty presents as a factor which increases the risk element of incarceration for disadvantaged groups. This is evident in the data detailing the significant majority population in correctional institutions belongs to minority communities (NPR Staff, 2014). The society is shaped to place blame on a particular individual. Coupling this with the stereo-type and stigmatization of the poor creates an influence that reduces the value of the poor as an individual. The poor are perceived to engage in unlawful tendencies much more than the rich, which increases the efforts of the criminal justice against their group. Poverty is also associated with an abundance of criminal activity (O'Keefe, 2019). The allocation of resources to such communities is not at par, thus affecting jobs, healthcare and education in such communities. This sets up individual profiles set of outcomes, a number of which exposes the individual to crime. 
Given the propensity of the issue, government intervention is crucial in providing response strategies to the problem in hand. One such intervention is the federal place-based initiatives (Milller, Pavlakis, Lac, & Hoffman, 2014). They describe the efforts by the federal government in the provision of technical assistance, flexibility, and funding, in line with other supplementary support structures aligned with specific communities or regions so that their services through programs, departments and organizations are more efficient and effective in serving the locals (Crisp, McCarthy, Parr, Pearson, & Berry, 2016). The place-based initiative focuses its comprehensive agenda on a target area that is contained and well-defined to improve the socio-economic indicators. The aim if such strategies are strengthening the economic, social, structural, and physical conditions which have impacts on the communities living within the target location. Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative led the transformation of one thousand and three hundred parcels of abandoned land in Roxbury, Boston into businesses, schools, 400 homes, and the Harlem Children Zone. The latter addresses 70% of the youth within the target area, and impacts 95% of them in college. 
The gubernatorial position is instrumental in the creation of opportunities that are inventive and innovative to alleviate the poverty within the structure of a community. Their efforts can serve to compound on community knowledge in offering guidance and resources (Atkesoncc & Partin, 2010). The office of the governor fosters collaboration between institutional sectors through a comprehensive understanding of their constantly evolving roles and relationships. They are also critical in the creation of an environment that fosters innovation within the communities, to evaluate and prescribe workable strategies. The office also provides monitoring and leadership models for the local community. The office also promotes collaboration across federal and state agencies, and aids their efforts in the creation of performance measuring, and shared measurement systems. The place-based initiatives require the governor to implement strategic and flexible funding designs as they deem necessary. All these efforts are geared towards creation of an environment that is supportive to the entire community, through group-oriented decision making. 
The goal for reducing poverty through a spatially concentrated societal spectrum is gradual. Their impacts, however, are limited to a linear stretch of initiatives to specific but not all communities, given the restrictions of resources and funds necessary to realize their strategic goal (Lash & Sanchez, 2017). A critical assessment of the current operational initiatives has provided intellectual insights on the varying nature and differences of poverty in different communities. The information is highly useful in designing customized programs for each community. Implementation of the strategies has also aided in the typological descriptions of communities and neighborhoods at different varying stages of civic capacity, cultural assimilation, and socio-economic development. The initiatives in place also prove a milestone to achieve due to underestimated and emergency funding prerogatives. The results also prove ineffective since the last decade has demonstrated an increased rate in the number of individuals living in poverty, and also the spread of poverty within the metropolitan areas (Ferris & Hopkins, 2015). The initiatives also lack demonstration of efforts within the communities to help fellow residents in accessing opportunities and chances. 
Though the impacts of such interventions are not fully realized, and the structures of the initiatives are described by the funding and resources accorded, the initiatives are essential in addressing poverty. Customization of the initiatives provides proper and allowable strategical impacts that can be curtailed for every region. However, the initiatives should be structured to be more efficient and fast, since the poverty problem is growing faster than the initiatives implemented. 
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